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SHORT SYNOPSIS

Based on a true story, a young man with a secret
past is in hiding as a teacher in a small Estonian
village where he organizes a fencing club that
affects the lives of the local children in profound
ways.

SYNOPSIS

A young man, Endel Nelis, arrives in Haapsalu, Estonia,
in the early 1950s. Having left Leningrad to escape the
secret police, he finds work as a teacher and founds a
sports club for his students. Endel becomes a father
figure to his students and starts teaching them his
great passion - fencing, which causes a conflict with
the school’s principal. Envious, the principal starts
investigating Endel’s background...

Endel learns to love the children and looks after them;
most are orphans as a result of the Russian occupa-
tion. Fencing becomes a form of self-expression for the
children and Endel becomes a role model. The children
want to participate in a national fencing tournament in
Leningrad, and Endel must make a choice: risk every-
thing to take the children to Leningrad or put his safety
first and disappoint them.














http://www.cafilm.org/thefencer
https://vimeo.com/212139273
http://bit.ly/2qTwDVf
mailto:cfireleasing@cafilm.org




